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burdened with mortgages and with advances for
supplies. Some of them probably produce less to
the acre than tenants working under close super-
vision, but the percentage of farms mortgaged is
less in the South than in any other part of the coun-
try except the Mountain Division, and unofficial
testimony indicates that few farms are lost through
foreclosure,

For years the agricultural colleges and the ex-
periment stations offered good advice to the South-
ern farmer, but they reached only a small propor-
tion. Their bulletins had a small circulation and
were so full of technical expressions as to be almost
unintelligible to the average farmer. Recently
the writers have attempted to make themselves
more easily understood, and the usefulness of their
publications has consequently increased. The bul-
letins of the Department of Agriculture are read
in increasing numbers, and several agricultural
papers have a wide circulation. The "farmer's
institutes" where experts in various lines speak
on their specialties are well attended, and the ex-
perimental farms to which few visitors came at
first are now popular.

Two other agencies are doing much for agricul-
tural betterment. One is the county demonstrator,